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Jovis, 16* die Juliiy 1857. 



Ordered, That the Petitions of John Patrick Somers, Esq., presented upon the 15th 
and 16th days of this instant, July, be referred to a Select Committee, to inquire into the 
Matters stated therein, and to Eeport their Opinion how far there arc any cii*cumBtanees 
in the case affecting the Privileges of this House. 



Lutub, 20® die Julii, 1867. 



Select Committee nominated : — 

Lord John Russell. 

Mr. Attorney-General. 

Sir James Graham. 

Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland. 
Sir Frederic Thesiger. 

Mr- Baines. 



Mr. Butt, 

Mr. Roebuck. 

Mr. George Alexander Hamilton. 
Mr. Gregory. 

Mr. Hildyard. 

Mr. Warren. 



Ordered, That tie Committee We power to send for Persons, Papers, and Eecords. 
Ordered, That Pive be the Quorum of the Committee. 



Marlis, 21" die Julii, 1867. 



Sir John Pakingtou added to the Committee. 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Matters 
stated in the Petitions of John Patrick Somers, Esquire, presented 
on the 15th and 16th of this Instant, July, and to Report their Opinion 
how far there are any circumstances in the Case affecting the Privileges 

of this House ; Have considered the Matters to them referred, 

and have come to the following Resolution, which they have agreed 
to Report to The House : 

T hat, assuming the allegations of fact made in the Petitions of J. P. 

Somers, Esquire, to he correct, this Committee is of opinion that there 
are no circumstances in the case affecting the privileges of this House. 



23 July 1867. 



2 o 6— Sess. 2. 



a 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Mercurii, die JulU, 1867 . 



MEMBBKS niESENT: 



Mr. Gregory. 

Mr. Warren. 

Mr. Hildyai'd. 

Mr. ^Roebuck. 

Mr. Attorney-general for Ireland. 



Sir James Graham. 
Mr. G. A Hamilton. 
Sir Frederic Thesijrer. 
Mr. Butt. 



Motion made and question p «That Mr. Attorney-general for Ireland do take 
the Cham (bar J. GmAam):— Afterwards motion made, and question proposed, " Tliat Sii- 

James Graham do take tlie Chair” (Mr. ^iftorncy-ycneraZ/or JrtfZcMrf). 



Question, “ That Mr. Attorney-general for Ireland do take tire Chair," nut and 
agreed to. ’ 

Mr. Attorney-general for Ireland took the chair. 



WCTe r^***^'^ John Patrick Somers, Esq., presented upon the 15th and 16th July, 



The Committee deliberated. 



Motion made, and question proposed, “ That assuming the aliegationa of fact made in the 
petitions of J. P. Somers, E^sq. to be correct, this Committee is of opinion that there are no 
circumstsmces m the case affecting the privileges of this House ” (Mr. Hildxjard) 



matt™ Co““'“ee do now proceed to inquire into the truth of the 

matters oontamed m the petitions referred to them ’ ” (Mr. BuU) instead thereof. 

Question proposed, " That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the question.” 
Committee deliberated. 

[Adjourned to To-morrow, at half past One o’clock. 



Jom, 23 ° die Julii^ 1857 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT : 



Mr. AiTOENEy-GENisEAl, for Ireland, in the Chair. 



Mr. Butt. 

Sir J. Pakington. 

Sir F. Thesiger. 

Mr. G. A. Hamilton. 
Sir James Graham. 



Mr. Hildyard. 

Mr. Warren. 

Mr. Gregory. 

Mr. Roebuck. 

Mr. Attorney-general. 



“ TW proposed (22d July) to be made to the question, 

oorrS fact made m the petitions of J. P. Somers, Esq., to he 

the Di-i^lco-pq nf t>i‘ Tf that there are no circumstanees in the case affecting 

ftqrire“l “ ‘’>'= Committee do now proceed to 

inquire into the truth of the matters contained m the petitions referred to them.” 



quStSnX “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 

ino- the alleffaticns nf f wiAdrawn. Main question proposed, That assum- 

.1“ F-.Somers, Esq., to be correct, this 

of this House” Am a’ ®“'®^“®l^tices in the case affecting the privileges 

ot this House. Amendment proposed to leave out from the word « That” to the end of lie 

question, 
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ON SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION (MR. SOMERS’ PETITIONS). v 

question, in order to add the words « That there he laid before the Committee a copy of 
the indictment alleged in the petition to have been sent up at tlie last assizes for tlie county 
of Sligo, against the Mayor of Sligo and others.”— (Mr. Butt), instead thereof. (Question 
put, “ That Ae words proposed to be left out stand part of the question.” 

The Committee divided ; 

Ayes, 9. 

Sir J. Grjuham. 

Sir F. Thesiger. 

Mr. Roebuck. 

Mr. G. Hamilton. 

Mr. Gregory. 

. Mr. Hildyard. 

Mr. Warren. 

Sir J. Pakington. 

Mr. Attorney-genei'al 

Main question put. The Committee divided : 

Ayes, 9. 

Sir J. Graham. 

Sir P. Thesiger. 

Mr. Roebuck. 

Mr. G. Hamilton. 

Mr. Gregory. 

Mr. Hiliiyard. 

Mr. Warren. 

Sir J. Pakington. 

Mr. Attorney-general 

Motion made and question, That the Resolutions of the House of Commons, of the 
year 1703, deliberately affirmed that an action brought against a returning officer for 
maliciously refusing a vote at the election, was a breach of the privileges of the Hoiise of 
Commons, and that these resolutions were adhered to and affirmed upon a complaint made 
to the House of Commons on the 9th of March 1767 ; that the action in this case appears, 
from the petitions, to be brought in direct contravention of these resolutions ; and that it is 
the opinion of this Committee, that nothing that has occurred in legislation has altered the 
law of Parliament since the adoption by The House of these Resolutions.” (Mr. Butt .) — 
Put, and negatived. 

Motion made and question, “ That, assuming the allegations in the petition to be true, it 
appears to the Committee that the institution of the criminal proceedings mentioned in the 
petition with a view of prejudicing the trial of the election petition, amonnts to a breach of 
the privileges of The House.” (Mr. Butt .) — Put and negatived. 

Motion made and question, That the Resolution agreed to by the Committee be reported 
to The House.” Put and agreed to. 

Ordered to Report. 



Noe, 1. 

Mr. Butt. 



Noe, 1. 
Ml'. Butt. 
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